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THE LITERACY CONNECTION 

The Macaulay Child Development Centre Early Literacy Newsletter 

Here is your new issue of  the newsletter that promotes Early Literacy 
 with ideas, resources and information sharing. 

 

“That block is too short to make a bridge!”  
 

“No, it’s not! See—it’s long enough if I turn it the other 

way.” 
 

This conversation between two children is evidence of 

the link between math and literacy. When children are 

engaged in math experiences, they are required to 

think carefully about the meaning of words in order to 

best describe an object or event and solve problems. 

Children learn math best through activities that allow 

them to explore, problem-solve and talk about their  

experiences. Children learn more through hands-on 

experiences connected to their everyday lives. 

 

What does the research say? 
 

In 2007 a ground-breaking study on school readiness 

and later achievement found knowledge of early math 

concepts to be the most powerful predictor of school 

success. In fact, early math skills were found to be a 

greater predictor of later reading achievement than 

early reading was of later math achievement (Duncan 

et al., 2007). 

 

Despite this, research shows that many parents       

believe early math learning to be less important  and 

less interesting to children than early language         

experiences.  Parents reported having little confidence 

in their ability to help their child’s math learning. This 

lack of confidence was directly related to their lack of  

 

goals for and knowledge about early math learning 

(Cannon and Ginsburg, 2008). 

 

What can we do to promote numeracy in our   

programs? 
 

Include math experiences throughout your         

program. Use real-life materials to encourage 

hands-on math experiences and language (e.g. 

tape measure, calculator, maps, pencils and paper 

in the block area). 
 

Whenever possible, use household materials in 

your program to model simple math activities that 

can be easily duplicated at home (e.g. pairs of   

patterned socks to sort into a basket).   
 

Provide parents and caregivers with information 

about typical math development in children. 
 

Stories are a great way to bring math to life.       

Explore the math found in books. Provide           

opportunities for children to experience that math 

hands-on. 
 

Display math language tips for parents and      

caregivers throughout play areas. Include key math 

words to use, and questions for parents to ask   

during play to encourage math talk. 
 

Call your Early Literacy Specialist                      

to schedule a workshop for your                          

parents and staff on numeracy. 

Linking Math and Literacy 
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BRINGING MATH TO LIFE 

THROUGH STORIES 

 

Here are a few great read-aloud books 

to read (or sing) in your program:  

 

 

 

    Over In the Meadow by Olive A. 

Wadsworth and Anna Vojtech 

   ISBN 0735818711 

 

    Math concept: Number sense 

   

 

 

   We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 

   by Michael Rosen and Helen 

   Oxenbury 

   ISBN 0689853491 

 

   Math concept: Geometry 

 

 

    Dinosaur Roar! by Paul and 

    Henrietta Stickland 

    ISBN 0525452761 

 

   Math concept: Measurement 

 

 

    A Pair of Socks by Stuart J. 

    Murphy and Lois Ehlert 

    ISBN 0613000242 

 

    Math concept: Patterning 

    

 

    Hattie and the Fox by Mem 

   Fox and Patricia Mullins 

    ISBN 0027354709 

 

    Math concept: Data 

    management and probability 

 

ALL of these titles are available at the  

Toronto Public Library! 
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MATH CONCEPTS 101 

 

Number Sense and Operation: sorting, counting, 

estimating, awareness of adding and subtracting. 
 

A 3 year-old might: count a collection of 1-4 

blocks and begin to understand the last counting 

word tells how many blocks. 
 

Measurement: using simple measurement words; 

putting objects in order by size/weight; measuring 

height, length, width, volume, time using non-

standard measurements (eg. 3 blocks high). 
 

A 3 year-old might: begin to recognize and label 

using measurement attributes  e.g. ñThis block is 

too short to be a bridge.ò 
 

Geometry and Spatial Sense: describing shapes, 

sizes, positions and directions; identifying and 

sorting 3-D objects; constructing 3-D objects;   

describing patterns using action words such as 

over/under. 
 

A 3 year-old might:  begin to identify and match 

toy blocks with pictures of shapes. 
 

Patterning: identifying and reproducing simple 

patterns; describing and making models of patterns 

found in their world. 
 

A 3 year-old might: Create a pattern out of 

blocksðlong, short, long, short, long, short. 
 

Data Management and Probability: collecting, 

organizing and interpreting data; placing objects 

on a graph; using language of probability e.g 

ñmightò ñcouldnôtò 
 

A 3 year-old might: sort sets of blocks on a paper 

graph on the floor and label the set with the most. 
 

 

Source: Early Childhood Mathematics: Promoting Good 

Beginnings, 2002 Joint position statement of the National 

Association for the Education of Young Children and the 

National Council for Teachers of Mathematics. Available at: 

www.naeyc.org 
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A WORLD OF RHYMES 

Math Concept Rhymes from Around the World 

Biedroneczka mala 
(A Little Ladybird) 

Polish Fingerplay 

 

Biedroneczka mala 

Robaczki spotkala 

 

1 Z tym sie pizywitala 

2 Tego poglaskala 

3 Temu pomachala 

4 Tego zabrac chciala 

5 Tego pozegnala 

 

I do neiba poleciala 

 
Source: Mama Lisaôs Worldð a website filled with 

songs and rhymes from around the world, with 

translations, sheet music and MP3 files.  

www. mamalisa.com 

Pan Tal 
(Half Moon) 

Korean Transliteration 

 

Pou roun ha noul 

Oun-ha sou 

Ha yan tchok pae en 

Kye sou na 

Mou han-na mou 

To kki han ma ri 

 

Tot tae to 

A ni tal ko 

Sat tae to op si 

Ka ki to 

Tchal to kan ta 

So tc hok 

Na ra ro. 

1 

2 3 

4 

5 

Encourage home    

language useé 
 
Invite parents and children to help 

count up or down in their first       

language when singing: 

Zoom, Zoom, Zoom 

Five Little Monkeys 

Five Little Ducks 

The Ants Go Marching 

 

Can You Count Ten Toes 

by Lezlie Evans and Denis 

Roche is a great book to 

get you counting in many 

new languages! 

ISBN 0-618-49487-1 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 

 

 The Children’s Book Bank 

 

Founded in 2007, The Childrenôs Book Bank is a national charitable organization     

designed to support childrenôs literacy in lower income neighbourhoods by enabling 

children to select and own books at no cost. In addition to providing books, The    

Childrenôs Book Bank offers literacy support and programming.  

 

Everyone is welcome! 

TuesdayðThursday 10:00-6:00, Saturdays 10:00ð2:00 

350 Berkeley Street, Toronto 

For more information: www.childrensbookbank.com 

416-922-7323 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENT 
 

Literacy Leaders Meeting 

 Friday, June 5, 2009, 1:00—3:30 p.m. 

477 Mt. Pleasant Avenue 

Topic: School Readiness 

Contact your Early Literacy Specialist to register. 


